Washington, D. C., FGC.Jds
Yedbmusry 28, 1918.
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Wisteh Eeperamto desooiation,

- 17 Hart £t., Iandon, W. - P
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Deer Sirs

The writer Mas been prepeving, fur thes iwsusl Report
of the Smithsonian Institution, & Wrief yeview of the history
of the internatiomn] language prodlem, cemtering it somewhst
shout the recent desth of Dr. Samemhof, although treating of
earlier and later projects as well, somewhet in fact es an
adridgement of Clark's ™ntornationsl languape, Past, Present
sad Fature”, as £y ax this went, 2ad dringing it down to date
from thet point owt of the litersture avallasble, incluwiing
the controveruy betwesn Esperanto end 1do and the preswnt
statas of the movesent as & wiwls. . This his bean mmuch do-
layed by press of other duties, ad 1s Jwt deing twrned over
to the editor of the Institnution's pudlicstions. :

It hes been suggested Hy the Smithsonien suthorities
that a few photographs might materislly enhance the general
public interest in the padlicasion, and the fagt that seversl
of the most prominent figures im this field have phssed away
within the last few years mtke it seem particularly sppropriste
to bring together their photographs in this menner. We had
particularly in mind Abbe Sohleyer, the suthor of Yolapik, who
died in 1912; Dr. Zamenhof, suthqr of Esperento, who djed in ,
1917; Prof. louis Couturat, one of the leaders of the ldo .~
movement, who died in 19143 Er. 4. Bolingbrofe-Mudie, presi-
dent of the British Esperanto Asscclation, who died in 1917
Prof. Bmile Boiras, president of the Hsperanto iosdemy, who
died in 1917, and Er. Th. Roussesu, one of the founders of the
Central Esperanto Office snd of the Universal Zsperanto

Associetion, who died 1n’ 1916.

Weo can unioubledly secure & good photograph of Dr.
(;:mhof from & studio here in Weshington, which tock it at
time of the 1910 congress; tmt, with regard to the others,
I shall have to make 8 further search. I wish to 2sk you
ifically if yon can furnish us with & good photograph of

+ Bolingbroke-Mndlie. In addition, we would grestly appreciate
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any help you ocan give us in securing the others. As the
menussript must go to press rether promptly, 1t is desiredle
%o have these photographs as oarly as possidle. However,
as it is my ides that thqbopatanaopnnumfm
the text proper amd probably de socompanied by & drlef
blographical note, the completion of final pege-proof of
the text will not neel to de delayed awniting their receipt.
¥e shall, of course, be glad to see to it that all these
rhotographs are carefully returned to the pecple furnish-
ing them.

If there are any specizl data whiech you feel shonld
be especizlly inclwled in the blographioal notes sooompauy-
ing the portraits, we would be 81ad to have a memorandum of
the seme, as 1 uMﬂntormoMnma'msmfn
literature which happens to be svailable %0 me. In Ahe cases
of Adbe Schleyer and Dr. Zsmenhof mush fuller Mographiesl data
&ppear in the main text of tdw artiels. ‘

I sm rather in hopes that the preaent artisle may
be tho mesns of atiragting the attemtion of the Smd theonisn
Institution to the importande o the 1ntesne tional Tengusge
problem, possidly to the extent of some formal rosopai tion
1n their regular sotivities, even if nothing mors at the
cutset than the seriocus collection of a oemplete 1 drary
dealing with the internatiomal lsmgmage prodiem in 2ll its
phases -- gomething whiok is osrtainly very much needed
here at present. ‘

mmngmmmforwhlym oan give
us in the adove matters, ) remein,

Very truly yours, )

Po S~ Address reply to F. G. Cottrell, U. S. Buresu
of Vines, Waghington, D. 8.



