[REPrINTED FROM “THE AcapEMY” oF FEBRUARY 10, 1912.]

" CORRESPONDENCE

“SPELING MAID EEZY”

Tu dhi Editor ov DHI ACADEMY

S0r,—Gud speling iz dhat whic asainz tuevri leter or difthong
an inveiriabl saund, and dhids dispensez widh a prounausing
dikshonari. Dhi fainer nuansez mei not bi shown, and aolsou for
historikal rizonz wi mei retein ¢ and « (=ksnot gz). Tu bi gud;
an alfabet mist bi miutyuali konsistent. e, or ¢ midst reprezent
dhi seim saund whedher dhei bi faund aloun, or in kombineishon—
in daigrafs. It iz imposibl widh ounli 26 leterz, tu asain a
singl leter tu ic saund. Dhis wud teik abaut 40 leterz. A
solyushon iz faund ounli in niu leterz, aksents, or daigrafs; and
ov dhi thri, evidentli daigrafs iz mic dhi iziest plan. It iz
aolsou dhi plan larjli in aktyual yus, az in pouliry, oil. If wi
selekt daigrafs az aur solyushon, wi miist meik wun postyuleit;
that dhei shal bi yuuzd az founetikali az posibl, and az ai sed
abiv bi miutyuali konsistent. Wi dhen hav a gud alfabet
widhin dhi limits ov aur aveilabl leterz.

Next whot aidia shal wi folou in aur selekshon ov valyuz?
Aur langwej iz kompouzd moustli ov latin and anglo-saxon
elements, and dhiz tuu akord in giving tu vauelz dhi seim valyun ;
dhi valyu in Italian do re mt fa u.

If wi aksept dhis—and it mist bi aksepted if wi praiz biuti,
konsistensi and stikses—wi ar feis tu feis widh dhi problem ov
w in mud, and i in machine. Dhiz kud bi exprest bai daigrafs :
does field. And dhei wud bi pasabl. But in wirdz laik krieeit
and bieing, a singl leter givz mic beter rezilt—Fkrieit, biing.
Az i egzists and wi mist dot it, ai yutilaiz dhis fakt and bai
minz ov a dash insted ov a dot expres its tuu saundz. For u in
gun, it wud bi wirth a niu leter. Diuring 20 yirz a niu leter
similar tu v haz bin yuuzd in founetik buks. It iz beter dhan
Pitman’z sain for dhis saund.

Ai nau giv dhi alfabet dhat dhiz konsidereishonz wud yild.

a aa ai (aisle) a0 (awl) 8u (Faust) b ¢ (=ch) d dh (dhis) e
el (eight) f & B i { (police) in j K1 m n ng 0 01 (oil) ou (soul)
pqursshtthinuuvwwhxy zzh. Y iz a konsounant
and okirz ounli at begining ov silablz.

Araizez dhi question: If aa uu, whai not ee ii co? Dhi anser
iz dhat ee ii 0o ar sertanli exelent, biit ei i ou ar iven beter in
aktyual praktis—rein drim (driim) koul (kool). Au (Faust
kaunti) iz adopted bekaoz ov its korekt elements. ('==ch, macez
its kogneit j—ciz jus. Wh iz adopted bekaoz naidher saund iz
herd first. Dheirfor wh iz az korekt az hw. X iz reteind. It
iz an ould frend, and its ditou diz not vaioleit aur prinsiplz.

Ai hav shoun dhat aur 26 leterz kan giv s a gud alfabet, and
dhat widh 28 leterz wi kan get aol wi wont.

SioN1 Bonb.

Welington, Somerset.

P.S.—Tt iz ounli a mater ov diteil whedher win yuzez for dhi

gém vauel oe, &, %, or & niu leter laik kapital U.
8. B.



